First Lutheran Church
Cross Currents
September/ October 2014
Dear Friends and Family of First Lutheran,
A hearty and blessed September/October to you in the name of Jesus, who baptizes, teaches and feeds the people
of His pasture and sheep of His redeeming hand, over and over and over again.
“Why do people in the church sometimes say mean things, act rudely, get mad or hurt one another?”
You’ve heard this question. I’ve asked it. So have you. Those who haven’t, probably don’t have a church, family or
many friends. And in truth, you and I have been on both sides of the aisle. But aren’t we Christians? Aren’t we supposed to get along? Doesn’t Jesus tell us to put others first? (Even when we think know that we’re right?) Yes, yes
and yes.
So how come people can’t always get along? The same reason anyone fights, threatens or kills another human being. The old Sunday School answer is still true: Because we’re all sinners! Church folk are no different in this area
than the heathen. Isaiah was right, “All we, like sheep, tend to go astray” (even Lutherans!). Cain was miffed at Abel.
Saul was bent on being mean to David. Saul needed a time-out! The disciples argued about being the greatest.
When God came to earth in Jesus, the world killed Him.
Thankfully Jesus doesn’t leave us alone to duke it out, play “king of the hill” or run away on a dead-end path like the
robbers did in the Good Samaritan story, bleeding out.
But there is a difference between the people of the world and the people of God, and how we work through our occasional orneriness (to put it nicely). Mark this well. The Lord teaches His children what’s wrong and right. He works
shame and sorrow when wrong, and then rightly gives humility and godly courage to apologize, forgive and forget,
(contrary to human instinct or popular opinion). With His amazing grace Christians come back together with a fresh
slate, love deepened, patience grown, forgiveness sweeter, and we press on — as if the wrong never happened.
Isn’t this exactly what God does when we get sideways with Him?!!!
How God works this “miracle” in the lives of His children is no secret. We’ve all experience His kind healing and
peace in families, friendships and church. Many of us have richer relationships with our Church Family than our biological families. Some are blessed with both. Others, unfortunately, have neither. By using His Word, Jesus comes
and urges us to turn from ourselves, repent and follow the Master with heads held high. God Baptizes us so that we
don’t join the world but learn to work with what Christ has given us, “the word of reconciliation”. God feeds and reads
His Word to us on Sundays, at home, during lunch, on the porch, with family and alone… so that every Christian
(including your Pastor) is sure and confident about the voice and unbelievable reconciliation God gives us in Christ.
In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus Himself opens our mouths and places His redemptive Body and medicinal Blood so that
hearts are clean, we can breathe again, and be strengthened to love as He’s loved us.
Sometimes Christians don’t get along. That’s exactly why Christ died and rose. And, truth be told, most of the things
Christians bicker about have absolutely nothing to do with salvation. Thank God we do get along more often than not,
and we love it and can’t get enough of each other, and we long for the day when all will be restored and peaceful in
Heaven.
So, after the dust settles, apologies and forgiveness exchanged…hands shake, arms hug, smiles lift, and with Christ
leading the way, press on toward the goal and prize of the upward calling in Christ Jesus. And, (this may be unique
to Lutherans, but probably not) when enough time has passed, we even chuckle at our foolishness, wink at the brother who was patient with us, and thank God, again, for His constant grace and care for His Church, for whom Jesus’
shed His blood.
This is our life with Christ and His church family. We need our Lord to give us these things. We need our brother to
give us these things. And the world needs Christians like you and me with this story, again and again, over and over,
until all God’s children are safely Home. +PK
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We Pray for our Family & Friends
SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
1st / Sandra Alber
2nd / Robert Steiner
4th / Chris Christensen
Edward Kieta
6th / Debbie Anderson
11th / Bob Mericle
12th/ Jesse Washington
13th / Susan Kaneshiro
14th / Austin Wilson
21st/ Bonnie Harlow
27th / Noah Kolander
28th / Ben Sunshine

Pray for our Church Family & Loved Ones
Shirley & Bob Brown, Van Pattens (daughter Wendy), Dave
Anton & Larry Hall (employment), Dave Anton (brother-inlaw Brad), Austin Wilson & Katrina Neebe (engaged to be
married!)

Continued prayers for
All who are suffering in West Africa (Ebola) and for the safety of all who are treating them. We especially remember the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Guinea, the Evangelical
Church of Liberia, Lutheran World Relief; Christian families
in America; deliver us from Evil and terrorists around the
world; return of girls in Africa; those who lost homes and
loved ones in the States due to flooding, and for rain in the
West.

Members & Loved ones in the Armed Forces
Robert Steiner, Debbie Bergman (nephew), Mary Kenagy
(nephew Joshua), Erla Cloer (grandson), Nancy Purcha (3
grandsons), Brenda Romanek (brother), Alan & Helene Peterson (son Erick), Francine Wellington (grandson), Andrea
Hall (nephew), Don & Ruth Detviler (grandson), Chaplains
Rob Mueller & Dann Ettner.

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
3rd /Jack Dulmatch
7th / Merisa Caithammer
11th / Kelly Kyle
12th / Samantha Anderson
13th / Karol Steiner
15th/ William Neebe
17th / Brenda Romanek
18th / Joline Terry
21st/ Barbara Greco
22nd / Barbara Weymouth
27th / Gaylon Knight
31st/ Dana Davidson

Pray and visit our homebound
Bud & Betty Leonhart, Madeline & Jack Dulmatch, Anna
Mevis, Sylvia Carter, Kay & Don Foster.

Lutheran Pastors
Rev. Thomas Bernard (Haiti, West Indies) & Rev. Rohwer
(Muslims)

Bells Ringing, Voices Singing.
SHARING A TEA, IN THE COMPANY OF THEE

Victorian Tea
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

11:30 AM
FEATURING: HANDBELL MUSICAL
DONATION FOR MISSIONS: $10.00

LWML Celebrates the Fall Season with our CRANBERRY TEA. Besides
the inspiring Word of God and joyful fellowship, our entertainment will be
the beautiful sounds of a Handball Ensemble of Hope Lutheran Church. !
For more information contact
Diane Sandberg,
678-6916
or
Geri Daughtrey
672-1979

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
4th
Don
&
Kay Foster

5th
Tom
&
Kathy McCaleb

18th
Brian
&
Tiffany Casey

25th
Chris
&
Gail Christensen

Ways the Congregation can support
Christian Education / Sunday School








Members send cards and gifts to Sunday-school children and volunteer teachers
~ Homemade (are the best!)
~ Seasonal Cards or Gifts
~ Cards of encouragement, Birthday and Get Well
~ Thank– you booklets made by children or parents
Volunteer to teach a class lesson
Magazine Subscription: Such as, Teachers Interaction
or Lutheran Witness
Provide snacks for the Students
Fellowship opportunities after services celebrating the
new Sunday-school year

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
3rd
Charles
&
Cheryl Cheek

17th
Tom
&
Barbara McDermott

24th
Alan
&
Helene Peterson

REFRESHMENTS

SEPTEMBER
7TH
Jean Eilers
Helene Peterson
Nancy Purcha
14th
Maurice Kaneshiro
Tom McDermott
Ron Niehouse
21st
Yolanda Arp
Susan Kaneshiro
Ida Williams
28th/ POTLUCK
Gerry Rice
Diane Sandberg
Kim Sunshine

OCTOBER
5th
Debbie Bergman
Tiffany Casey
Dana Davidson
12th
Shirley Brown
Erla Cloer
Christina Kolander

19th
Pat Crow
Ruth Detviler
Bonnie Harlow

26th/ POTLUCK
Susie Mericle
Sue Rohrbach
Betty Van Patten
Francine Wellington

First Lutheran’s
VBS & Sunday School
Children ministry has been an important part of the history here at First
Lutheran Church (FLC). Our Vacation Bible School (VBS) Program and
Sunday School are flourishing! Dave and Melody Anton have given of
their time and talent to see these programs continue to grow. Their organizational leadership has been a true blessing to us as well as our
community.
We have an amazing staff of teachers in our Sunday School Program. The dedication and
love shown to the children are so overwhelming. The Gospel is shared with them each
week. Dave commented, “I find it very rewarding when the children show they absorbed
from the experiences here in this learning environment.” Our congregation is rich with talented people here at FLC that bring so much knowledge and experience. We are blessed!
Our talented teachers include Barbara Weymouth, Linda Warner, Karol Steiner, Justin
Morris, as well as Melody and Dave. With Christ as the center of worship, the teachers are
excited and want to see the Sunday School expand even further so they are able to share
His Gospel message with so many more children.
The VBS program here at FLC has been a thriving ministry in our community for many
years. Since 2005, Melody and Dave Anton have been at the helm of its organization and
deployment. Along with the help and support of our Pastor and congregation, many children
have been introduced, reinforced and brought up with Gospel message of our Lord, Christ
Jesus. Melody commented, “Watching our church family come together and see how God
works through each one is amazing!”
We are to bring up our children in the ways of the Lord, and here at First Lutheran Church
we provide that education for all of God’s children: from the youngest to those more advanced. We are truly blessed as a congregation. Please remember to keep our teachers in
your daily thoughts and prayers.

Greetings from Pastor Bernard
(Haiti via Nebraska)

He just called me from Seward Nebraska where Pastor Bernard and wife Margareth have taken their daughter Christina to one of our Concordia’s to study. They will stay with her for a week and then return to Haiti.
Mom and Dad are very nervous because this is the first time their daughter is away from home, a freshman
and no friends yet. He asked for our prayers on behalf of Christina, and her parents! (chuckle) I could hear
the smiles of both of them as we talked on the phone and
Thomas sends a “hello” to all of you at First Lutheran.
+ Pastor

You, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper
and the Gospel of John
In our mid-week Bible study on Wednesday afternoons (starts Sept.10 @ 10:30), and then again in an evening study sometimes later this fall, I would like to re-introduce you to Jesus and the Sacraments in the Gospel of John. What? There are no “words of institution” in John, you say? And Baptism is only discussed one
time in John 3, right? That’s true but Lutherans have been a bit sideways on this topic for a long time (for a
host of reasons) and the words and works of Jesus supply significant testimony to both. On Wednesdays,
let’s take at look a the Gospel of John to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest key words, phrases and
whole sections and see how and why, after the Resurrection, the words of Jesus play a very significant role
in bringing the presence and forgiveness of Jesus to you and the Church.
+Pastor

Why Should the Average Lutheran Kid Go to Church?
By Rev. Matthew C. Harrison

(A Letter to My Two Teenage Boys)
Okay guys. I’ve never told you that you are the future of the Church.
And I never will. The Bible says the Church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone”(Eph.2:20). Jesus is the future of the Church. Jesus is
“the same yesterday, today and forever”(Heb.13:8). Jesus has a future, and so every person connected to Jesus has a future.

That’s why, more than anything else, your mom and I want you connected with Jesus. That’s why I baptized each of you. That’s why we
read all the Bible stories to you as toddlers. That’s why we have a
time of devotion when we can actually eat together. That’s why we’ve
prayed for you from day one. That’s why we sent you to a Lutheran
grade school. That’s why we made sure you knew the catechism.
That’s why we always go to church. And that’s why we are LCMS Lutherans. The LCMS is simply the best thing going because for orthodox Lutherans, it’s all about Jesus - all about being connected to Jesus.
The Church has a profound responsibility to pay attention to young
people. The Bible teaches that all over the place. Today, the Missouri
Synod has just less than half of the highschool-age young people that
it had when I graduated form Sioux City, East High in 1980. Why?
Mainly because we’ve just followed the national trend of Europeandescent Americans who are having fewer children.
In any case, as LCMS young people, you are a precious commodity,
indeed! But don't’ let that go to your heads. The Bible teaches that
young people are very much prone to particular and serious sins.
“Remember not the sins of my youth” (Ps.25:7). And I hardly have to
tell you what they are. Luther said the sins of youth tend to be sexual, while the sins of old age are greed. All sin condemns. “The wages
of sin is death” (Rom.6:23). I’ve never pulled any punches in teaching
you what the Bible says about sin. We deserve hell, pure and simple.
“But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 6:23).
And so we’ve always spoken forgiveness at home to each other. We’re
sinners. We are forgiven sinners. And so we sinners forgive others
who sin against us. We are Gospel people to those around us. Christianity is not about ethics. It’s about Jesus.
The Sunday liturgy shows you why we go to church. Luther said we
are beggars who stand before God with an empty sack. What happens
in the liturgy? The pastor starts us off in the Name of the Triune
God. God’s there to do His stuff! Then in the confession of sins, “I, a
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Cont …
Why Should the Average Lutheran Kid Go to Church?
By Rev. Matthew C. Harrison

If you don’t think you’re a sinner, if you don’t think your bag’s empty,
you’ll never understand why we go to church. “In the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins,”
says the Pastor. He drops a load of forgiveness, grace and mercy into
your bag. And you say, “Amen! Yup! It’s in my bag!” Then the Scriptures are read, and more grace and Gospel and mercy dropped in.
Then the sermon is preached, and you are told that you are damned
by the Law, but that Jesus comes only for sinners. Hooray! “I came
not for the righteous but the unrighteous!” (Mark2:17). And at the
end of the sermon, you say (and don’t leave this to the pastor), “Amen!
Got’er in the bag!” Then you kneel at the altar to receive the body
and blood of Jesus. “Take and eat, Christ’s body and blood for you, for
the forgiveness of all your sins” And you say again, “Amen! It’s in my
bag!”
Now, how shall I live with that big bag of forgiveness, grace and mercy? When my Dad sins are against me, what do I do? I open my bag
and say, “Here, Dad, you misunderstood me and thought ill of me, but
I forgive you ‘cause I’ve been forgiven.” Then that teacher at school
drives you crazy, and you open your bag again. Then that awful bully
harasses and embarrasses you, and when your emotions calm, you
open your bag of grace and pray, “Forgive him, Lord. He doesn’t
know what he’s doing. And he’s hurting inside big time.” Then you
run into a friend who’s really in need because her home life is chaos,
and you show her love and compassion like Jesus. In fact, the mercy
of Jesus is the greatest compelling factor for you to live a meaningful
life or service and love to others.
This happens all week long. Then Sunday morning, and you find
yourself in church again confessing, “Dear God, I’ve got an empty
sack.”
Honestly, boys, I’m frightened for you. This world is an absolute
mess. But I’m also confident. Jesus grabbed you at the font, and He
won’t let go. “No one can snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:28).
I’m proud of how you’ve grown. I’m proud of how you’ve stood the
test. I’m proud of how you’ve kindly witnessed in your young lives.
And I’m absolutely sure the Church has a future because Jesus has a
future,, and He’s made you His very own for eternity. “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev.2:10).
Dad / Pastor Matthew Harrison

BIBLE STUDIES
AT
FIRST LUTHERAN
Sunday
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
Wednesday
10:30 AM - Noon
Friday
Exegesis Study
6:00 PM - Supper
6:30 PM– Prayers
7:00 PM - Bible Study

Sept. 7th- Austin
Sept. 14th - Luke
Sept. 21st—Jenny
Sept. 28th - Zach
October 5th - Noah
October 12th - LWML
October 19th - Christian
October 26th - Austin

600 West Sumner
Avenue
Lake Elsinore, CA 9250
Phone: (951) 674-2757
Email:
pastor@firstluth.com
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