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Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

     Yes Lutheran! As Lutheran Christians we can't get enough of the Gospel- the Good News that God's Son, Jesus, died for our sins and rose for our forgiveness and life! Faith in that news is given by God's Spirit and Word. How beloved You are that God died for you. God was condemned for you. God shed His blood for you. God defeated sin’s curse, death, Satan and the grave for you. That's what His last Word "It is Finished" means. Tonight we hear that Word and promise again. 

     If you do not have a church home, you are invited to join this community of faith. Come here for rest from the weight of sin and despair to receive forgiveness and hope. Jesus loves you! He has commanded us to bring you His loving message. We are glad to do that!  If this is your first visit to First Lutheran Church, or don’t have a church home, sign the Guest Register in the narthex where you came in or a friendship card so that we may keep in touch and encourage you to become a dear child of God through Baptism and Teaching.  Blessed Good Friday. 

ANCIENT SERVICE OF TENEBRAE  “Tenebrae” is the Latin word meaning “shadows/darkness" that points to the darkness of our sin and that the entire world was covered in darkness when God’s Son died for our sin. This ancient service is rich in word, song, prayer and symbolism.  During the service the sanctuary becomes darker. At the end, only one candle remains symbolizing Christ. After the strepitus (loud noise) symbolizing the closing of the tomb, the last candle is removed for a short time, symbolizing Christ in the grave then returned to the altar, symbolizing the Resurrection. The offering plate will be in the narthex as we leave the sanctuary and church grounds in silence.

Prayer Upon Entering Church  Dear Lord and Saviour, I need to hear again that You were committed to die for me and were obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, and, having finished Your work, my sin was paid for so that I can live as Your redeemed and beloved child all my life. Teach me this again tonight and forever.  Amen.
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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST
ORGAN PRELUDE
CHOIR ANTHEM:   “Jesus Our Lord is Crucified”      

Stand

ENTRANCE HYMN:   “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”
   #153

THE INVOCATION  
P:  In the Name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

C:  Amen.

OPENING VERSES:

P:
Surely He has borne our grief and carried our sorrows;

C:
He was wounded for our transgressions, 


He was bruised for our iniquities.
P:
All we like sheep have gone astray;

C:
and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
P:
Hear my prayer, O Lord;

C:
and let my cry come unto You.
P:
The Lord be with you.

C:
And with thy spirit. 

P: Almighty and Merciful God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, You have gathered us in Your presence to hear the Word of Your Son’s suffering and death for our forgiveness and salvation.  Place the Truth of our Saviour's words deep into our heart by Your Spirit so that we would always know in life and death that Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God Who takes away our sin. 

C:
Hear us for Jesus' sake.  Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.


And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried;  He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.  Amen. 






P:
Almighty God, we beseech You to graciously behold and protect this Your family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of wicked men, suffer death upon the cross and rise again for forgiveness, peace and life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 





Be seated
C:  Amen. 














THE SEVEN LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS
THE FIRST WORD  

Luke 23:34  “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

PRAYER FOR THE FRIST WORD  

C:
Lord Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate, Who by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God was taken, and by the hand of wicked men was crucified and slain, and made intercession for the transgressors, we pray that You would grant us the blessed reality that there is now, no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, and that, if any man sins, we have a Advocate with the Father in You, The Righteous, Whose blood gives better things than Abel’s blood, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE FIRST WORD:  Jesus In Thy Dying Woes
   
  #180

THE SECOND WORD  

Luke 23:43  “Today, shalt thou be with Me in Paradise”

PRAYER FOR THE SECOND WORD

C:
Lord Jesus Christ, the Merciful King and Prince of Peace, Who veiled Your divine glory and was robed in humility, crowned with thorns, nailed upon a cross of shame, and numbered with the transgressors, we thank You that You have remembered us in our condemnation and have translated us in Your Kingdom of Grace. We pray that You would rule our hearts and lives with the scepter of Your Word, and when life’s brief day is ended, take us with You 

into Paradise, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE SECOND WORD:  “Jesus, Pitying the Sighs”
 #181

THE THIRD WORD


John 19:26-27  “Woman, behold thy son…Behold thy mother!”

PRAYER FOR THE THIRD WORD
C:
O Compassionate Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You for Your perfect obedience which You offered for us even to death on the cross. We pray that You would grant us Your Holy Spirit, that He may write Your holy Law upon our hearts, so that, following Your example of love and obedience, we may honor and serve our parents, and from the least to the greatest, may learn obedience and walk in Your footsteps.  And let Your strength be made perfect in our weakness, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE THIRD WORD:  “Jesus, Loving to the End”
  #182

THE FOURTH WORD
  

Matthew 27:46  “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”

PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH WORD
C:
Lord Jesus Christ, The Author and Finisher of our faith, Who alone treaded down the winepress of God’s wrath and was made a curse for us on the accursed tree, being forsaken by God, we pray that You would grant that our faith in You may never know doubt or change.  Strengthen us in the sure knowledge and confidence that nothing shall separate us from the love of God in You and, since the Father hid His face from You, we will never have to despair of His loving-kindness to us because of Your bitter agony, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE FOURTH WORD  “Jesus, in Fears Unknown” #183

THE FIFTH WORD

John 19:28   “I thirst!”

PRAYER FOR THE FIFTH WORD  

C:
O Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Redeemer of the world, Who on the cross endured the pains and anguish of body and soul to accomplish all things for our redemption and in Your cry “I thirst!” You revealed Your fervent desire and zeal to draw all men unto Yourself, grant that the souls of people everywhere may hear Your gracious Gospel, drink from the Waters of Life and be saved, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE FIFTH WORD “Jesus, In Thy Thirst & Pain” 
  #184

THE SIXTH WORD    

John 19:30  “It is finished!”

PRAYER FOR THE SIXTH WORD
C:
Lord Jesus, Who on the cross cried out: “It is finished!” we thank You that You completed the work which Your Father gave You to do: You fulfilled the Law of God for us; You took upon its curse in our place; You reconciled all people to God. Grant that we may with our whole heart believe this and that we may never rely on any work or merit of our own, but always trust in Your finished work on Calvary, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE SIXTH WORD: “Jesus, All our Ransom Paid” #185

THE SEVENTH WORD  

Luke 23:46  “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit”

PRAYER FOR THE SEVENTH WORD
C:
Lord Jesus Christ, Who in Your dying moment commended Your soul into Your Father’s hands, thereby assuring us that You did finish the work of our redemption and that Your  Father is well pleased with You, we pray that You would grant us by Your Holy Spirit such confidence in Your redemption that, washed of our sin in Your blood, we too, in our dying hour may confidently commend our soul into the Father’s hand, trusting completely in Your merits, Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN FOR THE SEVENTH WORD:   “Jesus All Thy Labor”  
  #186

SERMON  
THE BURIAL OF JESUS FROM ST. MARK  15:42-47

THE STREPITUS  
THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name:  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  And lead us not into 

temptation; But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION 

P:  The Lord bless thee and keep thee.

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee  peace.

C:  Amen.

SILENT PRAYER

Tonight we leave the sanctuary and church grounds in silence to honor the bitter suffering and death of our Saviour.  
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